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The DATA ACQUISITION MANUAL is now available on the Florida Cancer Data System 
website. 

 

Link: http://fcds.med.miami.edu/inc/downloads.shtml#dam 

 

TIP: You can right-click and Save-As the large .pdf file onto your desktop. 

        Double-click on your desktop .pdf file for faster/easier searching 
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FCDS conducted the 2008 Quality Assurance Audit 
in the fall of 2008, which consisted of re-abstracting 
the 2006 analytical cases.  A total of three-hundred 
and twenty-three cases were re-abstracted.  Forty-
one facilities were randomly selected to participate 
in the audit. FCDS wants to thank all of these facili-
ties for their cooperation.  
 
During the first weeks of February 2009, FCDS 
began the reconciliation process.  All facilities au-
dited received a packet containing the Reconciliation 
Request forms. The Reconciliation Request forms 
summarized the comparison of data items coded by 
the auditor during the re-abstracting portion of the 
audit to the data originally submitted to FCDS by 

the audited facility through the regular cancer re-
porting process.  If any discrepancies were found, 
the field on the report containing the discrepant 
data item is preceded with one asterisk (*) indicating 
the discrepancy.  These reviews are important to 
FCDS because they allow assessment with regard to 
standardized interpretation of data definitions, cod-
ing rules and guidelines, policies and procedures and 
serve to identify areas that may require further edu-
cation and training. 
 
The following is a summary report of the audit.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Meg Herna 
at 305-243-4600.   

FCDS 2008 QUALITY ASSURANCE AUDIT 



FCDS Monthly Memo July 2009 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR) has de-
signed and developed a Web-based learning tool. The application, appropriately named the Cyber Cancer 
Registry, is an interactive virtual registry system for developing and assessing the skills of cancer registry per-
sonnel and will allow those new to cancer registration an opportunity to gain hands-on practice in core areas 
of cancer registry operations.  

 

The Cyber Cancer Registry fulfills NPCR’s core education values:  

 

• Education and training are essential elements in cancer data quality, completeness and timeliness. 

• Educational content must respond to issues identified through data quality assurance activities. 

• Education and training must be offered continuously in diverse formats and methods of access. 

 

The Cyber Cancer Registry will be completed in phases and will consist of modules pertaining to the core 

functions of cancer registration in the hospital and central cancer registry settings. The first module, Casefind-

ing (cancer case identification), is now available at http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/dcpcccr. This is a virtual hospital 

setting with casefinding sources that include pathology reports, medical record disease indices, medical dis-

charge logs, radiation oncology logs, and medical oncology logs.  

 

The Cyber Cancer Registry mimics the medical database structure and recreates database activities. The 

framework for the system allows for the addition of other functions (i.e., abstracting cancer cases) in future 

releases. Actual de-identified medical record source documents submitted by cancer registrars working in the 

field provide users a simulated registry experience. The medical record documents present varying degrees of 

difficulty and challenging situations in which coding rules and instructions must be applied. Each module will 

give immediate feedback to the user through practical exercises and assessments to evaluate the level of com-

petency, track training scores and provide a certificate of completion for each assessment.  

 

In practice, these modules can be used to enhance the education of cancer registrars and can potentially serve 

to satisfy part of the clinical practicum for NCRA-approved formal education programs.  

 

The National Cancer Registrars Association (NCRA) is providing subject matter expertise in formal educa-

tion, hospital and central cancer registry operations and management through the creation and maintenance 

of detailed module content, exercises, assessments and feedback responses.  

 
The Cyber Registry can be accessed through NPCR's Web site (http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/npcr/) and via a 

link from NCRA's Web site  (http://www.ncra-usa.org).  



 Actual Expected 

% Complete for: 2008 98% 100% 

 2007 100% 100% 

 2006 100% 100% 

*Expected % based on 165,000 reported cases/year  
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Total number of New Cases added to the FCDS Master file in July 2009: 10,946 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES IN THE FCDS MASTERFILE AS OF JULY 31, 2009 

The figures shown below reflect initial  patient encounters (admissions) for cancer by year. 
ADMISSION 

YEAR 
HOSPITAL RADIATION AMBI/

SURG 

PHYSICIAN 
OFFICE 

DERM 
PATH 

DCO TOTAL 
CASES 

NEW 
CASES  

2009 6,000 202 0 92 0 Pending 6,294 6,294 

2008 158,499 4,053 5 2,559 3 Pending 165,119 3,285 

2007 164,748 8,806 2,719 2,629 0 Pending 178,902 1,367 

         
 Actual Expected 

% Complete for: 2009 4% 8% 

 2008 100% 100% 

 2007 100% 100% 

*Expected % based on 165,000 reported cases/year  
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Total number of New Cases added to the FCDS Master file in June 2009: 34,572 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES IN THE FCDS MASTERFILE AS OF JUNE 30, 2009 

The figures shown below reflect initial  patient encounters (admissions) for cancer by year. 
ADMISSION 

YEAR 
HOSPITAL RADIATION AMBI/

SURG 

PHYSICIAN 
OFFICE 

DERM 
PATH 

DCO TOTAL 
CASES 

NEW 
CASES  

2008 154,534 4,012 5 2,530 3 Pending 161,084 31,585 

2007 163,960 8,790 2,088 2,628 0 Pending 177,466 2,792 

2006 165,335 8,761 3,037 1,738 0 2,684 181,555 215 

         




